
wo of the students took part in the HLPF at 
U.N. headquarters in July to discuss what 
roles they should fulfill in moving toward 
achieving the SDGs.

Nanami Kado, a senior at the State University of 
New York at Binghamton, and Moeko Onuki, a sopho-
more at Keio University, talked about the importance 
of having the younger generations express their views 
while acknowledging the difficulties of having those 
opinions reach a forum where actual policy decisions 
are made.

In response, Kono said: “Since the Internet was already 
in existence when you were all born, you represent what 
can be called the ‘digital native generation.’ In that sense, 
you likely have few technological barriers or psychological 
apprehension to get in contact or join hands with people 
from abroad. I believe there will be an increasing number 
of opportunities in the future for such members of the 
younger generation to serve as a catalyst for influencing 
various matters. To do that, I hope that as a minimum you 
will be able to use English freely and preferably become 
fluent in at least another foreign language. I realize that is 
not an easy task.”

Ayaka Ohashi, a senior studying business manage-

ment at Meiji University, has also been active in an 
organization that runs an overseas internship program. 
She asked Kono, “What do you believe will be 
important in having more Japanese companies 
become involved in SDGs in the future?” Kono said, 
“First, it will be important for companies to become 
involved in such goals as part of their ordinary 
business operations, rather than consider their 
activities in SDGs as simply one part of their corpo-
rate social responsibility. Another important factor 
will be having not only major companies, but also 
smaller companies actively engaged in those goals. 
In that sense, we have begun a project in coopera-
tion with the Junior Chamber International Japan to 
have companies across Japan become more aware 
of the SDGs.”

Naomi Niwa, a junior at Sophia University, explained 
that through lectures on SDGs and peace building she 
became more aware of the importance of law in such 
issues. Kono said, “Japan has a tremendous shortage in 
lawyers who are active in the international community. I 
hope more people like you will play a greater role in the 
future.”

Two of the students indicated they would continue 
to be active in SDGs after finishing school. Hayato 
Tomisu, a senior at Ritsumeikan University, plans to 
establish his own company while also working for 
another company in Shiga Prefecture, where he is 
from. His company would be involved in transmitting 
ideas about SDGs. Satoshi Iiyama, a senior at the 
University of Tokyo, has developed an interest in 
contributing toward achieving the SDGs through his 

research related to accessibility for persons with 
mental, intellectual or psychosocial disabilities.

Kono said their continued interest after university 
was very encouraging and added: “The main concept 
of the SDGs of leaving no one behind also means that 
there is something anyone can do to achieve the 
goals. While there may be various restrictions, such 
as social standing, where one lives and financial 
concerns, I hope that within such restrictions you will 
all think about what is most possible for you and 
develop the skills to allow you to act on those ideas. I 
also hope you transmit your eagerness to those 
around you to increase the number of those who will 
work alongside you.”

The encouragement received by the students 
from Kono apparently convinced them to continue 
with their various activities in their own unique 
ways. Tomisu said, “I have now become resolved that 
my role will be to center my activities in my local 
community.” Iiyama added, “I was happy to hear that 
the perspective and sensibilities of young people will 
serve as our strength.”

SDGs
It has been almost four years since the United Nations adopted the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
As part of an effort to review how much progress has been made toward those goals, members of the younger generation, including 
university students, visited the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the UN High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF) 
and companies that have been active in pursuing the SDGs to gain an understanding of the current status of those goals.

We will be
in charge of the world of 

2030 and beyond

Foreign Minister Kono’s hopes for generation of ‘digital natives’
Six university students visited the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, which plays a leading role within the 
Japanese government in promoting SDGs, for a dialogue 
with Foreign Minister Taro Kono. While talking about 
their research and other activities in SDGs, the students 
expressed their hopes and the issues they faced as they 
exchanged views with Minister Kono.
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From right, Nanami Kado (State University of New York at Binghamton), 
Moeko Onuki (Keio University), Foreign Minister Taro Kono, Hayato 
Tomisu (Ritsumeikan University), Ayaka Ohashi (Meiji University), Satoshi 
Iiyama (University of Tokyo) and Naomi Niwa (Sophia University)
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Power to believe in the future,
which will transform tomorrow

Case of Ritsumeikan University
Students’ endeavor

YOUTH
CHALLENGE

Shibusawa serves as chairman of Commons Asset 
Management Inc., a mutual fund that enables families 
in building assets based on a long-term perspective. He 
is also active in nurturing and supporting socially 
minded entrepreneurs. Shibusawa promotes individu-
als and organizations that are contributing to attaining 
SDGs at A-port, a crowdfunding site operated by The 
Asahi Shimbun.

Junya Ueda, one of the three young people invited 
and a graduate of Ritsumeikan University, said a 
meeting with Shibusawa was one of the things he 
wanted to realize. At Ritsumeikan University, the 
Sustainable Week, an event allowing students to 
experience SDGs programs, is staged periodically. The 
project is the brainchild of Ueda. His first question for 
Shibusawa was about the power that will transform 
society, which is the philosophy behind SDGs. And 
another question was why businesses and individuals 
matter in efforts to transform society. Shibusawa said 

two things are important in advancing SDGs. One is 
making a huge leap of faith from the current situation 
to achieve the target of building a “world where 
nobody will be left behind.” And the other is efforts to 
build a new ecosystem for SDGs. “If individuals and 
organizations leap forward making various efforts, it 
raises the chances for enriching the ecosystem even if 
it is not clear how those individual efforts interact with 
each other immediately,” Shibusawa said.

Reika Ogawa, a third-year student in the universi-
ty’s image arts and sciences department, is 
determined to help resolve social issues by sharing 
moving and enjoyable moments with the public. She 
acknowledged, however, that she sometimes becomes 
unsure of the effectiveness of such an approach 
because the power of art and entertainment cannot be 
numerically evaluated. Shibusawa’s advice for her is to 
think about two pivots: one is “can do and cannot do”; 

and the other is “want to do and do not want to do.” 
“Our dreams and goals often remain in the sphere 
where we feel that we want to do, but cannot do,” he 
said. “We say we cannot do because we do not have 
money, time, experiences and a human network. As 
we accumulate experiences, however, we may be able 
to form a network of people someday and can spend 
more money and time. What is important is to stick to 
our dreams. We should not let it happen that when we 
finally have the means to fulfill our dreams, we no 
longer have a wish to do so. If you have something you 
really want to achieve, you should keep pursuing it.”

Taishu Sato is a third-year student at Ritsumeikan 
Keisho Senior High School. He and other students 
organized an event, titled “SDGs × Rits Future 
envisaged by senior high school students,” at a school 
festival. In the event, each of the participants talked 
about their dreams. “My dream is to offer an educa-
tional program for children who are struggling under 
harsh conditions in a developing country. I am wonder-
ing what we, as senior high school students, should 
start with for the goal.” Shibusawa quoted the words 
of Hideki Kuriyama, manager of the Hokkaido 
Nippon-Ham Fighters professional baseball team, who 
said, “Believe in the unforeseen future.” “My interpre-
tation of his words is that you should invest in the 
future. All people hope that tomorrow can be better 
than today. You need the power to believe in the 
unforeseen future so as to prevent an outlook indicat-
ing a decline of society, including the destruction of the 
environment and a shrinking population, from turning 
into a reality.”

After talks with the three, Shibusawa sent a 
message to young people like them who are willing to 
act with both hopes for and anxiety about their 
futures. “Generation Z is a generation that is consid-
ered a minority in Japan, but globally, Generation Z is 
the majority of the population,” he said. “I have great 
expectations for them.”

Joining forces among all levels of students from prima-
ry school to university, as well as faculty and staff 
members, educational institution The Ritsumeikan Acade-
my has declared its commitment to promote sustainable 
development goals as part of R2030, the institution’s 
vision, to achieve by 2030.

Three young people affiliated with Ritsumeikan visited 
Ken Shibusawa, an entrepreneur who champions the notion 
that promoting SDGs is the power to believe in the future, 
to listen to what he has to say. The students have been 
involved in SDG-related activities on campus, including 
organizing and holding events from their own perspectives 
and ideas to educate other students about SDGs.

Ritsumeikan University’s Biwako-Kusatsu Campus can be 
compared to a “small globe” where students voluntarily tackle 
17 SDGs, including some with unique goals. One of the goals is 
to develop a recipe for a special curry that can be enjoyed by 
people no matter what their religious beliefs are.
The project is expected to be accessible to a broad range of 
people. This year, Sustainable Week 2019 is scheduled to be 
held between late November and early December.

With Ritsumeikan University at the core, 
an ecosystem will evolve by enlisting its 
neighboring communities.

Students work closely with each other and 
become proactive in finding solutions to 
problems, while connecting with society, and 
become future leaders in SDGs activities.

Students contemplate sustainability and 
build a sustainable campus where they 
can express themselves and propose 
ways to resolve social issues.

Under an overseas study program known 
as studying the United Nations in New 
York, Ritsumeikan University students 
will be sent to Pace University in New 
York. The program will introduce 
students to the functions and role of the 
United Nations in the context of the current international 
climate by visiting the U.N. headquarters, attending lectures by 
experts as well as mock U.N. sessions and other activities.
The University also offers a range of classes to prepare students 
for the U.N. program in Japan in advance and complement their 
studies after their return to Japan. The program is expected to 
enable students to refine their English language skills, not just 
in academic fields, so that they will find it easier to engage in 
research and negotiations using English.

At a workshop run by Taku Terawaki, 
a professor of environmental economy, 
one of the research subjects for the 
current academic year is to gauge what 
people are willing to pay to buy paper 
straws. Stronger paper straws tend to 
get a higher evaluation. The workshop 
will also explore alternative materials 
for straws.

As an educational and research institution, The Ritsumeikan Academy sees its mission as contributing to the peaceful, democratic and sustainable 
development of Japan and the world. In line with that philosophy, it has engaged in numerous independent projects aimed at resolving a myriad of 
social issues. As part of that process, The Academy has been reassessing those projects from the viewpoint of how much they contribute to SDGs 
and setting up a system to support the projects. The following explains some of these endeavors.

Ritsumeikan established its SDGs promotion department in 
April with the aim of tackling global challenges, connecting 
with the world by taking action, forming a network of diverse 
individuals and organizations, creating new “knowledge” and 
nurturing “human resources” tasked to do that.
Ritsumeikan’s efforts toward SDGs highlight its support for 
initiatives undertaken voluntarily by pupils, students, faculty 
and staff members. The SDGs promotion department is 
expected to play a key role as the hub for such activities by 
involving the academy as a whole.

SDGs AS A NEW ECOSYSTEM

GENERATION Z TO PLAY 
LEADING ROLE IN 2030

From left: Ken Shibusawa, chairman of Commons Asset Management Inc.; Junya Ueda, graduate of Ritsumeikan University;
Reika Ogawa, undergraduate at Ritsumeikan University; and Taishu Sato, third-year student at Ritsumeikan Keisho Senior High School

PROMOTIONAL OFFICE SET UP PAPER STRAWS AT WHAT COST?

LEARNING ABOUT THE U.N. AND SDGs

Ritsumeikan University doing its bit to 
promote the SDGs

［Vision］

［Mission］

［Value］

SUSTAINABLE WEEK
SUSTAINABLE WEEK SUPPORTS SDGs.

www.ritsumei.ac.jp/sdgs/

Discussing with university students 
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23㎝ thickness for luxurious volume. 
High functionality reversible mattress that has both a soft side and a firm side for comfortable sleep. 
Shiny appearance from a luxury eco material, 
a viscose fabric cover is applied over the mattress. 12-year warrantyNEW

The tremendously popular new 

Bedding that’s kind to your body and the planet.

【 As the manufacturer 】Magniflex promises…

Osaka showroom 0120-028-008Omotesando showroom 0120-008-604

Magniflex seeks to 
realize a sustainable society.

Not to use plastics in our pillows and mattresses.

Not to use metal springs or coils,

because they greatly damage the Earth 

and natural environment when discarded.  

Why don’t you, as the user, also stop and think about this?

Because your bed is not something you change easily, or often.

3-5-5 Kita-aoyama, Minato-ku, Tokyo, Japan FLAGSPORT INC. 
www.magniflex.jp magniflex Search

Model OKLAHOMA mattress
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The planet has set us 17 challenges.
To eradicate poverty, resolve inequality, 
clean our oceans, and others.
To be frank, we have come across all these tasks before.
They are a wake-up call telling us time is running out, 
and our planet cannot survive if we keep on doing what we are doing. 

The Daiwa Securities Group applies the full weight of its four specialist areas
 (finance, technology, local regions, and life) to this task, 
but we can’t solve a 17-point challenge alone, 
and there will likely be people who need help in each area. 

The human race has finally achieved a lifespan of 100 years.
So the year 2030, the target year for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals, 
is not a point in the distant future, but a regular year in the lives of our loved ones.  

That’s why we want to walk together.
To consider the 17 challenges together, to help each other, 
to find the answers together, and to delight together. 

NEVER WALK ALONE.
Walk together. 
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